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LOOK OUT FOR OUR VIRTUAL BOOKS ALIVE AUTHOR EVENTS  
VIA YOUR LOCAL PUBLIC OR SCHOOL LIBRARY!
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THESE EVENTS AND  

ABOUT ALL THE FINALIST BOOKS, VISIT
WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ

AND FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK.COM/NEWZEALANDCYABOOKAWARDS

INSTAGRAM.COM/NZCYA_AWARDS
BIT.LY/YOUTUBE-NZCYA
TWITTER.COM/NZCYA

#NZCYA   #BOOKSALIVE   #READNZ

KIA ORA TO OUR 
SPONSORS!

The New Zealand Book Awards  
for Children and Young Adults  
are supported by a whānau of  

fantastic funders and sponsors:  
Creative New Zealand, Hell Pizza,  
Wright Family Foundation, LIANZA, 

Wellington City Council  
and Nielsen Book.

WE SALUTE YOU ALL!



THE 2020  
NZCYA FINALISTS 

ARE HERE!
Kia ora tamariki mā! The finalists for the 2020 New Zealand Book 

Awards for Children and Young Adults have been announced. 
These are the very best books published for young readers  

this year and we want you to get excited about them!

We’ve made this book of fun activities to help you discover more 
about some of the finalist books, and to learn some cool, new things 
along the way! We know life is a little different this year, but you can 

do these activities by yourself at home or with a friend, and even 
make up your own activities for some of the other finalist books.

HELL Pizza is celebrating these awesome books too. If you love 
pizza and great books, just like us, then you need to collect a pizza 

wheel to start reading your way to FREE pizza. Check out the HELL 
Reading Challenge page on the back cover of this booklet, or ask 

your local public or school library how you can get involved.

Remember to check out what is happening at your local library 
over the mid-year school holidays. And have fun reading!

Thanks to the team from the National Library of New Zealand 
Services to Schools who worked together to create  

the activities in this book.



BIG QUESTIONS, A CHEEKY HERO, PETULANT PONIES, CHRISTMAS CATASTROPHE & A KIWI CLASSICPICTURE BOOK 
AWARD



THE SUN IN ABIGAIL AND THE BIRTH OF THE SUN CREATES SHADOWS.  
MAKE YOUR OWN SHADOW DRAWING

3.
What do you notice  
about the shadow?  

Has it moved or  
changed size?

YOU WILL 
NEED:

- A sheet of paper 
- Something to  

draw with
- An animal toy

THE OGRE, GOBBLER 
MAGOO, HAS 

ESCAPED FROM THE 
GOBBLEDEGOOK BOOK!

Imagine your surprise if you found 
an ogre picking their nose in the 
park. What does your ogre look 

like? Can you draw it?

Write a story about your ogre. 
Does your scary ogre chase you 
away or are they friendly and 

invite you to stay?

1.
Stand your toy  

on the paper and  
draw the outline  
of its shadow.

2.
Leave your toy in 

place and come back 
later, when the sun 

has moved.

I

Abigail’s Big Question was “where did the sun 
come from?” Can you think of a big question? 

How would you find the answer?
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PLAY WHAI (STRING 
GAMES) JUST LIKE  
MĀUI IN HOW MĀUI 
SLOWED THE SUN

You will need  
a long loop of 

string (or flax like 
Māui) and your 

imagination.

 

1. 
Using both your thumbs and little fingers, 
hook your string between your hands to 

make a rectangular loop.

 

2. 
Bringing your hands closer 

together, Hook your right index 
finger under the string on 
your left palm. Repeat with 

opposite hand and pull tight.

 3. 
Look at the pattern 

you’ve made!



7. 
Ka pai! You’ve made  
a cup and saucer.

 

 

4. 
Extra for experts. Reach your 
thumbs towards the marked 
string, hook and pull back.

 

5. 
Use your teeth to pull the 
marked string up and off 

your thumbs.

 

6. 
Finally release the 

marked string from 
your little fingers.



JUNIOR FICTION
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 

ESTHER GLEN AWARD

COMMUNITY SPIRIT, INTERNATIONAL INTRIGUE, AFTERNOON TEA, MAGNIFICENT HORSES AND 
UNEXPECTED TWISTS



DESIGN YOUR RECYCLED TIME MACHINE INSPIRED BY  
TIME MACHINE AND OTHER STORIES. 
First, plan your time machine on 
paper. What can you find to reuse 
or recycle as handles, dials, levers, 
buttons, and screens?

Build your time machine! Will you 
travel to the past or the future? 
What will you wear? Are you 
taking any souvenirs?

PLAN A WHĀNAU HIGH  
TEA INSPIRED BY

MOONLIGHT  
THE UNICORN’S  

HIGH TEA HICCUP
What three things would be on your menu?

1. Design a sandwich with amazing fillings 
— perhaps something magical
2. Find a recipe and bake a cake (ask an 
adult to help) 
3. Ice and decorate some biscuits
4. dress up and invite your guests  
to afternoon tea!



POLYNESIAN WOMEN POWER,  A LANKY DREAMER, PROVINCIAL UNREST, REVOLUTION  
AND DIVINATION 

YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION AWARD



LANGUAGE EVOLVES OVER 
TIME. WYNTER’S THIEF 
USES MANY ARCHAIC 
WORDS. MAKE A WORD-
A-DAY CALENDAR OF 
WORDS AND PHRASES NO 
LONGER IN COMMON USE, 
AND THEIR MEANINGS. 
CAN YOU SURPRISE YOUR 
FRIENDS BY USING YOUR 
NEW VOCABULARY IN 
CONVERSATION? 
✒ Widdendream, baleful, water witch, 
betwixt, miry, eventide, crotchety, 
greybeard, mayhap, feckless, vex, 
smite, afeared, scribe, mizzle, curs, 
darksome, lest . . .

In Wynter’s Thief, Fox is branded a thief and 
Wynter is deemed a witch.
Are these labels fair? What other stigma can you 
think of in history? Do we still unfairly label 
people today? Debate or discuss these questions.

IN ASPIRING, RICKY WORKS 
ON A LIVING LIBRARY 
PROJECT, WHERE REAL 

PEOPLE CAN BE ‘BORROWED’ 
TO TELL STORIES FROM 

THEIR LIVES.

I

— Record an interview
— Film them telling an interesting true story
— Write about their experiences
— Share their stories with others

DO YOU KNOW 
SOMEBODY WHO 
WOULD MAKE A 
GOOD ‘BOOK’?

FIND A WAY TO 
SHARE THEIR STORY

Imagine it’s 20 years in the future and you 
are in the Living Library
What stories would you tell about being in 
lockdown in 2020?



TE REO IN PICTURES, TE TIRITI,  A KIWI HOSPITAL, BIG  
JOURNEYS AND BIG HAIRNON-FICTION

ELSIE LOCKE AWARD



MOPHEAD, THE ADVENTURES OF TUPAIA AND TE TIRITI 
O WAITANGI / THE TREATY OF WAITANGI ARE ABOUT 
REAL PEOPLE  AND TELL THEIR STORIES AS GRAPHIC NOVELS.
Follow the instructions to make an 8-page comic zine. Fill it with drawings of yourself and  
the things you like to do with friends and whānau. Photocopy your zine to swap with others.

CREATE A GAME TO  
SAVE KIWI, INSPIRED BY  

THREE KIWI 
TALES

Calling all clever, 
caring Kiwi kids!

Design an online or 
board game to help 
protect kiwi birds.

1.
FOld in half

2.
fold in  

half again

3.
fold in  

half one  
more time

4.
Open so only 
folded once. 

cut from 
centre of 

folded side 
to half way, 
along the 

crease.

5.
open fully, 

then fold long 
ways. Push 

ends towards 
the centre.

6.
fold the sides 

around to 
make . . .

7.
An 8-page 

book!

What tasks will you 
complete to earn 
points? Will you 

raise awareness of 
endangered kiwi?

Watch out for point-
stealing predators! 
How will you keep 

kiwi safe?
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A RIVER’S JOURNEY, A KIWI CHRISTMAS, A DOZY CAT, STRIKING HISTORIES AND WILDLIFEILLUSTRATION
RUSSELL CLARK AWARD



HAERE MAI! 
ENCOUNTER CREATURES 
GREAT AND SMALL IN 

WILDLIFE OF 
AOTEAROA

IN SANTA’S WORST CHRISTMAS, SANTA GETS 
HEAPS OF SOCKS FOR CHRISTMAS. DESIGN YOUR OWN 
SOCKS! COME UP WITH A CRAZY COLOURFUL PATTERN.  

What’s your favourite  
New Zealand animal? 

Make a poster, including 
information and illustrations,  

to share your knowledge  
with others.

Draw a plan of your house,  
or your dream home, with your  

favourite people celebrating a special 
occasion — Christmas, Diwali, Matariki, 
Lunar New Year, Holi, your birthday!

Who is in each room and what  
are they doing?



TE REO MĀORI
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 
TE KURA POUNAMU AWARD

EVERYDAY POEMS, ADORABLE MANU, SMELLY FEET, NOISY FRIENDS  AND KIDS TO THE RESCUE



KA TUKU ATU TE ARAPŪ TOI I TE ARAPŪ MĀORI  
MĀ TE WHAKAAHUA ME TE TOIKUPU.   

ARAPŪ TOI INTRODUCES THE MĀORI ALPHABET 
THROUGH PICTURES AND POETRY. 

KA TĀEA E KOE TE HANGA TĒTAHI 
ARAPŪ MĀ TE WHAKAAHUA, KUPU, 
WHITI HOKI?
WHAKAATURIA O MAHI MĪHARO MĀ 
TE WHAKARĀKEI I NGĀ PAKITARA O TŌ 
RŪMA, KARAHE RĀNEI.

CAN YOU CREATE YOUR OWN ALPHABET 
IN WHAKAAHUA (PICTURES), KUPU 
(WORDS) AND/OR WHITI (VERSE)? 
SHOW OFF YOUR BEAUTIFUL WORK 
BY DECORATING YOUR ROOM OR 
CLASSROOM WALLS

HE MAHA NGĀ HOA O KUWI RĀUA KO 
FLIT. HAERE ATU KI Ō PAPA RĒHIA, 
TĀTAHI, NGAHERE, MĀRA HOKI KI TE 
TITIRO E HIA NGĀ MOMO MANU KA 
TĀEA E KOE TE KAUTE. HANGA MAI 
HE MAHERE ME TĒTAHI TUHINGA MŌ 
IA MOMO MANU, TŌ RĀTOU INGOA 
MĀORI, PĀKEHĀ HOKI, Ā, TUHI ATU E 
HIA O AUA MANU I KITEA E KOE. 

E HIA NGĀ MANU?   
HOW MANY BIRDS?

KUWI AND FLIT HAVE LOTS OF FRIENDS. 
GO TO YOUR LOCAL PARK, BEACH, BUSH 
OR GARDEN AND SEE HOW MANY 
DIFFERENT BIRDS YOU CAN COUNT. 
MAKE A CHART WITH A DRAWING OF 
EACH KIND OF BIRD, THEIR MĀORI AND 
ENGLISH NAMES, AND RECORD HOW 
MANY YOU SEE.
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A SELFLESS GIANT, NOTICE BOARDS, SINGAPORE SPIES, GARDEN MAGIC AND A FESTIVE TREATBEST FIRST 
BOOK AWARD



GET TOGETHER AS A GROUP 
(FRIENDS, CLASS, FAMILY) 
TO MAKE A COMMUNITY 

NOTICEBOARD LIKE  
YOU SEE IN #TUMEKE.

BE CREATIVE AND COMMUNICATE 
WHATEVER WAY YOU CHOOSE.

YOU COULD:

— Advertise something weird for sale
— Make a playlist (with some dance moves!)
— Design your own fist bump
— Make a poster for your own Waitangi Day festival
— Illustrate a postcard and write a message
— Create a ‘wanted’ notice

Create a puzzle  
or code for your 

friends or  
whānau to solve.

LIZARD AND LILI SOLVE 
LOTS OF PUZZLES IN  
LIZARD’S TALE.
Find the words from 
Lizard’s Tale in this 
wordfind puzzle. 



Proudly sponsored by

www.nzbookawards.nz/hell-reading-challenge/
www.facebook.com/HELLReadingChallenge/

Get reading everyone... 
and get FREE pizzas!

Read 7 books and get 
a FREE 333 kids pizza


